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Before he could forge a band of elite warriors ... he had to become one himself. Brandon Webb's

experiences in the world's most elite sniper corps are the stuff of legend. From his grueling years of

training in Naval Special Operations to his combat tours in the Persian Gulf and Afghanistan, The

Red Circle provides a rare and riveting look at the inner workings of the U.S. military through the

eyes of a covert operations specialist. Yet it is Webb's distinguished second career as a lead

instructor for the shadowy "sniper cell" and Course Manager of the Navy SEAL Sniper Program that

trained some of America's finest and deadliest warriors - including Marcus Luttrell and Chris Kyle -

that makes his story so compelling. Luttrell credits Webb's training with his own survival during the

ill-fated 2005 Operation Redwing in Afghanistan. Kyle went on to become the U.S. military's top

marksman, with more than 150 confirmed kills. From a candid chronicle of his student days, going

through the sniper course himself, to his hair-raising close calls with Taliban and al Qaeda forces in

the northern Afghanistan wilderness, to his vivid account of designing new sniper standards and

training some of the most accomplished snipers of the 21st century, Webb provides a rare look at

the making of the Special Operations warriors who are at the forefront of today's military. Explosive,

revealing, and intelligent, The Red Circle provides a uniquely personal glimpse into one of the most

challenging and secretive military training courses in the world. A portion of proceeds from this book

will go towards The Red Circle Charitable Foundation, which helps families of fallen Special

Operations Warriors. About the authors: Brandon Webb is a former U.S. Navy SEAL; his last

assignment with the SEALs was Course Manager for the elite SEAL Sniper Course, where he was

instrumental in developing new curricula that trained some of the most accomplished snipers of the

21st century. Webb has received numerous distinguished service awards, including the Presidential

Unit Citation and the Navy Commendation Medal with a "V" for "Valor", for his platoon's deployment

to Afghanistan following the September 11 attacks. He is editor for Military.com's blog Kit Up,

SOFREP's Editor in Chief, and a frequent national media commentator on snipers and related

Special Operations Forces military issues. John David Mann, who collaborated with Webb in writing

The Red Circle, is an award-winning author whose titles include the New York Times best seller

Flash Foresight and the international best seller The Go-Giver.
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Even more interesting than the intimate look into the world of the Navy SEALS from an insider, is

Webb's personal development from a wild, headstrong young man into a disciplined, experienced

and exceptional operator. So many aspects of the training that he learned and further developed as

a Navy SEAL sniper are evident in his personal journey. As a personal journey, this book is a

remarkable study on self-actualization. Defining traits of his younger days evolve into their mature

forms - willfulness becomes innovation, stubbornness becomes tenacity, his adventurous nature

transforms into the fortitude to seek out a career where being bold and brave in the line of service is

most well played. Themes of duty, respect, merit, intellectual curiosity, patience and a desire to set

a standard of excellence and achieve it are masterfully woven throughout Webb's progression from

childhood to boot camp to achieving some of the most difficult, specialized and elite positions within

and beyond the Navy SEALs outfit.So many of the personality traits and skills that define the

excellence of a Navy SEAL sniper are present in raw form in tales from Webb's early start on his

path. Setting goals, reading the environment, gauging both internal and external conditions, rolling

with setbacks and windfalls, and the patience and intelligence to innovate and adjust to

circumstance within and beyond his control, and the unwavering determination and confidence that

the goal will be met - all of these skills come into play in situations prior to and outside the scope of

his formidable skill set as an operator. So many times through the book, the best laid plans run into

the most inconvenient realities, and intelligence and innovation overcome the insanity of real world

obstacles.
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